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Foreword

Thailand has a long established history and a rich cultural heritage
whose regional characteristics differ as a result of local histories of develop-

ment, culture and tradition, and art creation.

Evidence proves that humans settled in the province of Surin thousands
of years ago, until it developed into a city state circa 7" - 8™ centuries. Various
ethnic groups have lived in the area until today causing a cultural diversity of
tradition, ritual, and beliefs, including handicrafts such as textiles and silver-

ware. These ethnic groups include Thai Kuay, Thai Khmer and Thai Lao.

Today, the local identity with its own characteristics is vanishing. The
cultural evidence, both tangible and intangible, is being destroyed and changed
by the influence of the stronger cultural current from the cities and from the

center of the country.

Therefore, the Department of Fine Arts established the Surin National
Museum to collect, preserve and exhibit the valuable cultural heritage of this

area for the benefit of education, tourism and interest.

The Department of Fine Arts hopes that the Surin National Museum
will preserve and promote the local cultural heritage for people to learn and
feel pride for the culture of this part of the country. The Department of Fine
Arts has published this guide book for the Surin National Museum in hope
that it will be helpful to those who are interested in learning about the culture

of this area.

This guide book was produced through the cooperation of both govern-
ment and private sectors of Surin province who provided information, and
Khun Mary Eliades who kindly edited the English translations. The Depart-

ment of Fine Arts would like to express sincere thanks to everyone involved.

(Mr. Arak Sunghitakul)

Director General of the Fine Arts Department
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Geographical features of Surin province
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Sand dredge at Mun River, Tha Toom district, Surin province
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Model of the entrance to the main sanctuary of Prasat Sikhoraphum
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Leaf-shaped and square in form gold plaques, gold ring
Khmer Art, Baphuon style (1 1" - 12" centuries A.D.)

From Prasat Ta Muan Thom
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Prasat Ta Muan Thom, Phanom Dong Rak district, Surin province

U8R NEDY (5534ARIVEERNNAUIALIY)
Prasat Ta Muan (house with fire)
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Model of Phraya Surin Pakdi Sri Narongjangwang (Pum), The first Governor of Surin
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Market in Prasat district, Surin province, Photographed in 1954
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Kasetrakam Surin school, Photographed in 1954
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SURIN NATIONAL MUSEUM

The Surin National Museum was first established in 1974, when a former
Surin governor had the idea to exhibit art objects and artifacts from Surin
province. These objects were first exhibited at Surin City Hall, and later moved
to the Surin Education Office.

In 1992 the Fine Arts Department prepared a plan to develop this
museum, and a budget was allocated for construction of a new building,
Construction began in 1995 at Ban Nongtao, Chaniang sub-district, Mueang
district, Surin province.

Museum Facilities

The Surin National Museum is divided into four sections:

Section 1 - Entrance hall and sidewalk

Section 2 - Auditorium, children’s room and temporary exhibition room
Section 3 - Permanent exhibition rooms, office and library

Section 4 - Storehouse

Museum Collection

The exhibitions in the Surin National Museum cover five topics:
Natural Sciences

This section features displays on the physical characteristics of Surin
province: topography, climate, geology, natural resources such as soil, water
and forests, wild animals, national parks, etc. Since Surin province produces
high quality jasmine rice, a farming display is also included. Local plants,
animals, soils, stones, minerals and strains of jasmine and local rice are
featured.

History-Archaeology

This exhibition shows the development of the area from the prehistoric
period of about 2,000 - 1,500 years ago through the Dvaravati period (7" - 8"
century), the Khmer culture period (7" - 13" century), and the Lanchang-
Ayutthaya period (19" century). On display are models illustrating the litestyles
and funeral ceremonies of prehistoric people, as well as antiquities from the
Dvaravati, Khmer and Ayutthaya periods discovered in Surin province. There
are also models of ancient monuments and audio-visual aids for information

on the archaeology and history of the arts in Surin province.
Local History

Displays in this section illustrate the history of Surin province. One
story describes how the Kuay people caught a white elephant that had
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escaped from the Royal Palace in Ayutthaya - because of this feat, the village
was promoted to town status. The town later became the seat of the lieutenant
governor, as part of the country’s move to democracy. Exhibits also depict the
history of local economics, social customs, population and education. Models
of important events in the history of Surin are displayed: the catching of the
white elephant, the train to Surin province, and the first market. These models
give visitors a sense of the history of Surin province from ancient times to the
present.

Ethnology

Displays here focus on the population of Surin province, which can be
divided into three groups: the Kuay, who excelled at catching and training
elephants, the Khmer, the original inhabitants of Surin province, and the Laos,
a later group who immigrated to Surin province. Models depict the houses,
ceremonies, photographs and paintings, daily tools, and objects reflecting the
lives and cultures of the three groups. A computer touch screen provides
additional information.

Local Heritage

Exhibits highlight the well-known cultural heritage of Surin province:
handicrafts, such as silver ornaments and silk weaving; folk performances
such as “Ruam”, or local dancing, “Jariang”, or local singing, and local music
such as “Kantruem”; and elephant training, for which Surin is famous throughout
the world. Models, photographs and audio-visual displays illustrate handi-
craft production, and samples of silk cloth and silver are on display. A model
of an elephant training village, as well as audio-visual displays, help visitors
to learn about the heritage of local wisdom from ancient times to the present.

General Information

Address

214 Surin-Prasat Road, Cha Niang sub-district, Mueang district, Surin
province. Postal Code 32000, telephone/fax. 0-4451-3358

Foundation Day
December 29, 1998

Area

15 rai, 86 sq. was.
Number of Objects in the Collection
1,009
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Educational Services

- Academic lectures

- Special exhibitions

- Document preparation for educational purposes
- Guiding and orientation tours

Museum Hours

- 09:00 - 16:00 hours, Wednesday through Sunday
- Closed Mondays, Tuesdays and Public Holidays

Map

T | Rajabhat Institute, Surin
Toward Surin | province
Fresh Water Ratchamongkol Technology
Fisher Station __tnattlute,Sur'm

Social Security Office

Surin -

Prasat Hd. Surin National Museum

4—— Bypass —Ppp

Toward Amphoe Prasat s{}ﬁh
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-
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Surin province

L.ocation and Size

The provincial city of Surin is located in the lower part of northeastern
Thailand, between 14° - 15" north latitude and 103" - 105" east longitude. The
distance by road from Bangkok is 450 kilometers, and by rail 420 kilometers.
Surin province borders Roi-ed and Mahasarakam provinces on the north,
Cambodia on the south, Srisaket province on the east, and Buriram province
on the west. It consists of 17 districts, with a total area of 8,124 sq. kms., or
5,077,535 rai. It comprises 4.8 percent of the northeastern region.
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Topography

Surin province is comprised of a flood plain and undulating areas in the
central and northern parts of the province, and the Phanom Dongrak moun-

tain range, the boundary between Thailand and Cambodia, in the southern
part.

The most distinct landforms in Surin province are the volcanic hills
formed by the cooling of flooding basalt. The soil in this area is quite fertile.

Climate

The climate of Surin province is determined by the monsoons - the
northeast monsoon ushers in a dry or cool season, while the southwest brings
rains. According to Koppen, the climate of Surin province is classified as
“Tropical Savannah Climate: AW.”

Geology

Most areas of the province are covered by Mesozoic sedimentary rock
from the late Jurassic to the late Cretaceous period, including the areas of Phra
Wihan, Sao Khua, Phu Phan, Khok Kruat and Maha Sarakham. There are also
Quaternary sediments, gravel, sand and clay parallel to the Mun River in the
north of the province. Olivine basalt, a type of volcanic rock, is also found in
the vicinity of Khao Phanom Sawai, in the west of Surin province. The basalt
is fine-grained, gray to grayish-black, and porous. The exact age of the basalt
is not known; however, crosscutting of the basalt in the Khok Kruat formation
of the late Cretaceous period indicates the Cretaceous Tertiary age.

Mineral Resources

Various minerals found in Surin province are important to the provin-
cial economy:

Scattered rock salt deposits are found in the Khorat Basin in the
northern part of the province. Salt stains on the surface indicate that rock salt
bodies lie deep below the ground. Groundwater in the area has been contami-
nated by salt leakage, making it unfit for drinking.

Petrified wood results from the slow replacement of the original wood
structure by soluble silicon dioxide. It can be found in gravel beds and old
river channels, and is mainly used for landscape decoration and, to a lesser
extent, for ornamental purposes.

Laterite is composed of the oxides of iron, aluminum and silicon, and
found in soft continuous bodies underground in tropical areas. It is soft when
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wet and becomes hard after exposure to air. All of the ancient monuments,
including the sanctuaries in Surin province, were made of either sandstone or
laterite. Today, laterite has a variety of uses, such as construction, decoration,
etc.

Basalt is volcanic rock formed by magnetic extrusion and rapid cool-
ing along rock fractures. Basalt is dark in color, vesicular and gem-bearing.
There are many basalt quarries around Khao Phanom Sawai, Prasat district
and Mueang district.

Groundwater accounts for most of the water consumed in Surin prov-
ince, since the area has a low rate of precipitation. Drought occurs in many
parts of the province, especially in Dhung-Kula-Rong-Hai. The main ground-
water aquifers consist of shale and sand layers with medium quality ground-
water, high in iron content and salty to brackish.

Sand used for construction in Surin province comes from riverbank
deposits, especially on the Mun River. Dredging of the sand is mostly concen-
trated in Tha Toom district. The sand is coarse-grained quartz of an angular
texture, mixed with mica and other minerals.

Construction Materials Used in Khmer Culture Monuments

Much evidence exists of the flourishing civilization of Surin province in
times past. Khmer culture monuments, found in many places throughout the
province, provide the main evidence of this ancient civilization. These monu-

ments were built of three primary materials: sandstone, laterite and ancient
bricks.

Sandstone is a sedimentary rock of various colors - red, yellow, brown,
eray and white - composed mainly of quartz, and used to make lintels, door
and window frames, and for carving. Some monuments, such as Ta Muan
Thom, were completely built of sandstone. The sandstone ranged from fine to
coarse-grained, such as can be seen at Phra Wihan and the Phu Phan Forma-
tion of the Khorat Group. It is believed that the sources of sandstone were in
the vicinity of the monument sites. Today, sandstone from Nakhon Ratchasima
and Buriram provinces is used for carving and decoration.

Laterite is an iron-stained, porous material. It is normally found in a
continuous layer underground. Laterite is very soft when wet, and becomes
hard when exposed to the air. The main components of laterite are oxides of
iron, aluminum and silicon. It was used for building walls, footpaths and
basements. Today, laterite from new deposits is used for construction and
decoration.
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Ancient bricks were also used to erect Khmer culture monuments.
Some monuments, for example Prasat Sikhoraphum, were completely made of
ancient bricks. These ancient bricks were coarser and larger than those made
today. Small monuments were built with bricks and a lime aggregate, since
the bricks were not very resistant to erosion.

Water Sources

There are many natural water resources in Surin province, most origi-
nating in the southern Bantat Range, and some coming from the border prov-
inces. The most important of these are:

1) The Mun River, which originates in the Dong Phraya Yen mountains
in Nakhon Ratchasima province and flows to the border of Surin through the
districts of Chumpol Buri, Tha Toom, and Rattana Buri. It then joins the
Khong River through Srisaket and Ubon Ratchathani provinces.

2) Chi Creek, on the border between Surin and Buriram provinces,
flows through the districts of Prasat, Mueang and Jomphra, and then joins the
Mun River in Tha Toom district.

3) Saneang Creek, originating from the Phanom Dong Rak mountain
range in Khab Cheng district, flows through Prasat district and joins Chi
Creek in Mueang district.

4) Samran Creek, on the border between Surin and Srisaket provinces,
originates in the Phanom Kor and Phanom Saren Sanor mountains, and flows
through Bua Ched and Sangkha districts.

Forests and Wild Animals

Surin province was once famous for its valuable forests, with a forested
area of about 1,382,652 rai, or 27.23% of the province. According to satellite
images taken in 1985, however, the forested area has been reduced to 171,875
rai, or 3.93% of the province. The remaining forests are mainly in the south of
the province, in the Phanom Dong Rak mountains in Sangkha district, Buachet
district, Kap Choeng district, and King Phanom Dong Rak district. There are a
few scattered forests in Prasat district, Mueang district, Tha Toom district,
Rattana Buri district, Lamduan district and Sikhoraphum district. The forests
contain such economically valuable woods as plants of the families
Dipterocarpaceae and Leguminosae, which are valuable and rare and are used
for furniture and decoration.

There are no national parks in Surin province, and only two forest
parks: Phanom Sawai Park, with 2,500 rai in Mueang district, and Pah Son
Nong Koo Park, with 625 rai in Sangkha district. The Huai Sam Ran-Huai
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Thap Than National Wildlife Conservation Park, with various species of mam-
mals, reptiles, birds, insects, etc., is also located here.

Prehistory and Chronology

Prehistory refers to the period before written records. In Thailand, this
means prior to about 1,500 years ago. The earliest settlers in Thailand, from
about 700,000 to 4,000 years ago, were hunters and gatherers. They lived in
small groups, and moved when food became scarce. They made tools from
stone, wood, shells and other natural materials. Toward the end of this period,
they also made pottery. Known sites of this period were found inside lime-
stone caves or rock shelters near streams, and along ancient coastlines.

The second, or Neolithic period, saw the introduction of agriculture, and
dates to from 2,500 to 1,500 years B.C. During this period people cultivated
rice and raised domestic cattle, pigs and dogs. They lived in permanent
villages, and used polished stone axes. They buried the dead in graves with
funerary offerings. Sites were found in the lowlands of central, northeast and
southern Thailand.

The Bronze Age dates from 1,500 to 500 B.C. During this time people
continued to live in permanent villages and produce their own food. They also
mined and smelted copper ore, and mixed it with tin to make bronze for
casting. A long-distance exchange network existed, involving trade in copper,
tin, exotic stones and marine shells.

During the Iron Age, from 500 B.C. to 500 A.D. trade in the area
expanded to include contact with China and India. Communities became more
complex, and leaders emerged in the larger settlements. Evidence from some
sites reveals the production of salt, iron and glass beads for exchange.

Prehistory in Surin Province

Surin province is located in the middle of the Mun Valley. Many prehis-
toric sites have been found here, particularly in Chumpon Buri district, Tha
Toom and Rattana Buri in the north. These settlements are related to those in
the Chi Valley, particularly in the common use of burial jars in mortuary
rituals. Very few sites have been excavated and dated in Surin province, but
those which have been dated were occupied between 500 B.C. and 500 A.D.
Non Yang at Ban Khwao Khong, Chumpon Buri has been dated to about 300
B.C. until the beginning of the Christian Era. There are about sixty known Iron
Age sites in Surin province, each comprising a large mound near a stream or
river. Ban Salak Dai in Mueang district and Ban Prasat in Prasat district are
typical sites of this period. Some sites were continuously occupied into the
Historic Period.

iy sAUMSIIUWANENR 3T 67



Mortuary Rituals

Prehistoric sites along the Mun River show evidence of burials in
mortuary jars. After the arrival of Buddhism, the dead were cremated and the
ashes placed in urns. Very large ceramic vessels, placed mouth to mouth and

containing human skeletons, were found in the excavation of Ban Non Sawan,
in Chumpon Buri district.

Historic Time

Dvaravati

About 2,000 years ago, Indian influence extended to this area, and in
central Thailand the Dvaravati civilization developed. Evidence of this civili-
zation, dating to the 7" to 11" centuries, has been found in the northeast. The
people practiced Buddhism, and Buddhist boundary markers, or sema, remain
as evidence of this practice. Sema stones were found in Ban Trum in
Sikhoraphum district, and Non Simma Yai and Non Simma Noi in Chumpon
Buri district, Surin province.

Khmer Period

The Phanom Dong Rak mountain range separates Surin province from
Cambodia, and there are several passes, includin% Chong Chom and Chong
Ta Muan, through the mountains. During the 7" to 13 centuries, Khmer
influence arrived in the northeast through these passes.

Pre - Angkorian Period

Khmer temples from the Chenla Period 7 century A.D.) have been
found in Surin province, and statues of Harihara in the Phnom Da style (550-
607 A.D.) were found in Phanom Dong Rak district. Stone inscriptions dating
to the 7" - 8" centuries, which mention the ruler Chitrasena, were found at
Wat Chumpon Sutthawas, Mueang district. The earliest Khmer temple, in the
Prei Khmeng style (637 - 707A.D.), is found at Ban Phumpon, Sangkha district.
There is no more evidence of Khmer influence in Surin until the pre-Angkorian
remains of the 10" century.

Angkorian Period

In the 9" century A.D., the Khmer established a new capital at Angkor
in Siem Reap. Prasat Mueang Chai and Prasat Ban Chan in Sangkha district
are Angkorian temples of this period, of the Koh Ker style (913 - 947 A.D.).
A stone inscription dating to the reign of Rajendravarman (944 - 968 A.D.)
mentions a temple and a curse against anyone damaging it. In the 11" and
12" centuries, at least twelve additional Khmer temples were built, including
Prasat Tanong, Prasat Ban Phuang, Prasat Nang Bua Tum, Prasat Ta Muan
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Thom, Prasat Sikhoraphum, and probably the outer portion of Surin city. In
the 13" century, during the reign of Jayavarman VII, other buildings were
constructed, including travelers’ inns and hospitals, and the purpose of these
buildings was mentioned in stone inscriptions. There are five hospitals and
one traveler’s inn in Surin.

The History of Mueang Surin

Little is know of the history of Surin from the 13" century until 1759, at
which time the chronicles mention the Kuay leader Chiang Phum of Ban Khok
Mueang Thi. Along with other Kuay leaders he helped capture a sacred white
elephant that had escaped from Ayutthaya. Chiang Phum was given the title
Luang Surin Pakdi, and moved to Khu Pratai Saman. From that time, the
people sent tributes of forest products to theeeurt at Ayutthaya. Kuay leaders
were given more exalted titles (from “Luang” to “Phra”), and their settlements
were upgraded to mueangs. These settlements included Mueang Khu Khan,
Mueang Sangkha and Mueang Rattanaburi. Another settlement was named
Surin, after its leader, Luang Surin Pakdi.

At a later date, Surin and Sangkha received permission to upgrade other
villages under their control to mueang status, including Mueang Sikhoraphum
Pisai and Mueang Surapinta Nikhom.

In 1890 King Chulalongkorn centralized power in Bangkok and divided
northeast Thailand into four divisions called monton. Surin was originally in
the Eastern Lao division, but in 1891, after many altercations with the French,
surin and Sangkha came under the monton Lao Kao, which later became
monton Isarn. A local ruler shared administrative duties with a second ruler
appointed by Bangkok. The eighth ruler was Chai Narong Pakdi, who held
the first title of governor. The eleventh local ruler, Luang Prasert Surintarapiban,
died in 1888, and there were no more local governors - only those appointed
by the rulers in Bangkok.

In 1932 the constitution abolished the monton, and established changwat
(provinces) and amphoe (districts). Each province had an appointed governor
and many districts, such as Prasat district, established in 1973, Samrong Thap
district, established in 1959, and Sanom district, established in 1977. There are
currently thirteen districts and four sub - districts in Surin province.

Economy

Before 1922 the province was virtually self - sufficient. The people were
farmers and hunters and gatherers, and collected products in the extensive
forests. Surplus was exchanged for goods, and taxes were levied by the gov-
ernment. In 1922 the railroad arrived in Surin, and the economy changed
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rapidly. Local manufacturing industries were created, production increased,
and currency was widely circulated as Chinese and Indian merchants settled
in the area. One of the most important Chinese families in the area is
Sae Tang, and the most famous is Khun Si Surin Phanit.

Rice, logs, lac, silk, pigs and salt became important trade items after the
railway was built, and imported goods came from Cambodia, Khorat and
Ubon Ratchathani. Surin became a major economic center.

Population

Both the Khmer and Kuay people are native to Surin. When the king-
dom of Champasak was established, Lao people also migrated into the prov-
ince. At the beginning of the Bangkok period, a large group of Khmer settled
in Surin in the areas of the inner wall and the southern outer wall. In the time
of Phaya Surin Pakdi, during a lengthy drought, people moved into other
villages such as Ban Salaeng Phan, Ban Phrapud and Buriram. Construction of
the railway brought more settlers into the area, including a group of Chinese
merchants by 1907. Islamic and Sikh traders also moved into the area, married
into the native population and settled near the railway in places like Krasang,
Surin, Sikhoraphum and Samrong Tap. Groups of people from Khorat settled
in the western areas of Surin province, at Ban Thai and Ban Than.

Education

In 1909 the first public school was founded at Wat Chumponsuthavas
- before that time, education consisted of studies with monks in the temples.
The first school offered primary school classes, which later expanded to in-
clude a secondary curriculum. This original school eventually moved to Wat
Buraparam. A girls school was established in 1935, and in 1950 additional
schools were founded in other districts. The first agricultural school in Surin
was instituted in 1927, followed by other vocational institutions for carpentry,
weaving, sewing and teacher training. A municipal school was founded in
1933, and private schools were established later.

Ethnic Groups
The Kuay

The Kuay people were the original inhabitants of Surin, Srisaket, Buriram,
Ubon Ratchathani, and parts of Nakhon Ratchasima. Their language is Mon-
Khmer, and their physical appearance is similar to the Semang, with thick lips
and curly hair. Some scholars believe that the Kuay are the same people as
those who speak Munda in eastern India. During the Bangkok Period, when
Surin was unable to meet the tax demands from the government in Bangkok,
Kuay people were sent as tribute. The Kuay have unique rituals and tradi-
tions, including the capture of elephants and healing ceremonies.
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Healing Ceremony

This ceremony, involving a dance with musical accompaniment, seeks to
heal the sick by calling back the spirits. It is usually performed after harvest,
and only on Tuesdays. People gather in a circle, and offerings, including
sweets, pha sin (skirts), shawls, mirrors, combs, powder, incense sticks, candles,
hens’ eggs, whisky and/24 baht, are placed in the middle. The spirit medium
invokes the ancestors, and when the spirit enters the medium, he dances to
the music. The medium then indicates, by shaking his body and throwing his
arms over his shoulder, that the ancestral spirit is departing.

Kuay Ajung (Elephant Herders)

The Kuay people are well known for raising elephants. They capture,
train and control the elephants by following ancestral traditions. The method
of capturing the elephants is known as koobdevada, and involves the use of a
rope known as a prakam. The herders use a tame elephant to attract a wild
one - when the wild elephant gets near, a noose is put on the ground and
tightened around the elephant’s leg when he steps into it. The herders then
proceed to quiet and tame the captured beast.

The Khmer

The Khmer are also native to Surin province, and have occupied this
region for many centuries. Ban Phumpon, in Dom sub-district, Sangkha
district, is an old village dating to the 7" century A.D.

During the Thonburi and early Bangkok periods, Thailand ruled several
provinces of modern - day Cambodia. During this time, many Khmer moved
into Surin, bringing their own culture and traditions, such as birth ceremonies,
funeral rituals, weddings, and merit - making ceremonies. Eventually the
Khmer intermarried with local groups, but today they are still known for such
local dances as the pestle and mantis dances.

Wedding Ceremonies

The Khmers have a very distinctive form of wedding ceremony, which
begins with a negotiation in which the groom gives money and offerings to
the bride’s family. The offerings, which are arranged during the engagement,
can include port, whisky, sweets, fruit, money and gold. The bride is pre-
sented to the groom by her family in a procession, followed by various
performances and offerings to the spirits to call them into the couple. The
wedding concludes with a feast in which the food chosen for the occasion
brings particular omens for the future. The couple also pays respect to the
groom’s family.
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The Lao

Lao people living near the Mekong River may have occupied the area
for many centuries, but there is no written record or archaeological evidence
indicating when the initial migration to this region occurred.

Before the 17" or 18" century, King Sisamudh Buddhangkoon of
Champasak sent aristocrats to rule small polities in this area, including those
located at Muang Si Nakhon Tao; one of these settlements was Amphoe
Rattanaburi. An 18" century Lao inscription was found at Prasat Sikhoraphum,
which tells of a group of high - ranking monks and upper class people who
renovated the temple. This suggests that there was probably a large Lao
population in Surin province at this time. The Lao may have originally settled
in the northern part of the Mun Valley, and later moved southward into Surin,
eventually intermarrying with the Kuay and Khmer people.

Lao traditions still celebrated in Surin include the Boon Bang Fai, or
Rocket Festival, the Boon Phra Wed, the annual ceremony recalling the last
incarnations of the Buddha, and the Boon Khao Pradab Din, or merit - making
ceremony for ancestors.

The Ceremony to Recall the Spirits

The Lao believe that personal success depends upon internal spirits, and
many ceremonies are performed to call on these spirits, for example, ceremo-
nies for the newborn, for monk initiations, at weddings, to welcome visitors,
and to celebrate the agricultural calendar. Minor rituals take place within the
family, and major rituals involve big ceremonies with many guests. Ceremo-
nies usually involve a bowl containing a candle, a handful of sticky rice, a
boiled egg, sticky rice sweets, a ripe banana, money, and an opened bottle of
rice whisky. A spirit medium performs the ceremony, and participants sit in a
circle, with strings tied around their wrists.

Handicrafts

Silk weaving and silver ornament production are the most important
local handicrafts in Surin. Silk is a symbol of Surin, and is mentioned in the
motto of the province. Silkworms are raised on mulberry leaves; after the
cocoon is spun, it is boiled in water before teasing the silk out. The fine yarn
is then woven on handlooms, a skill that has been passed down through the
generations. Silver making is also very well known in Surin, especially in Ban
Choke in Khwao Sinarin sub - district, where the skill is passed down from
father to son. Design inspiration comes from nature, for example, from lotus
petals, the sun, water bugs and rice grains. Artisans use simple, traditional
tools and techniques - a buffalo horn is used as a hammer to shape the silver,
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and anvils are made of wood or iron. Earrings, ear pendants, necklaces and
beads for necklaces are produced.

Surin Silk

Silk weaving is the most important folk craft in Surin, and is found
mostly among the Khmer and Kuay. They employ many traditional designs
and produce three main items: the pha sin and sarongs, shawls, and belts and
fringe.

The pha whol features horizontal stripes alternating with short, sloping
lines.

The pha smor consists of small squares of black, yellowish - gold,
green and red.

Pha anluiseem feature horizontal patterns woven with a weft of col-
ored thread. The color depends on the weaver, with only four colors in any
piece. There is a preference for white, gold, green, red and, sometimes, purple.

The pha saku has half-inch squares, within which are smaller squares
in many colors: green, red, blue, gold, yellow and white.

The pha umprom features a basic square form, with white on a red
background.

Shawls, known as chanud leuk, are woven of one color, usually white.
They are similar to the pha yiap of the Lao and the pha gap of the Kuay.

The pha kao ma, worn by men around the waist or over the shoulder,
consists of vertical lines, with a border on both ends.

The umpeul is the top border of a Kuay skirt. The border features the
khit design, similar to the Lao.

The pabo is the border or fringe at the bottom of a Khmer skirt. It is
woven in a mudmee design.

Joeng, or yung, is the border of a Kuay skirt, and is about 5 cm., or 2
inches, wide. It is cotton, and usually black. The bottommost section is red and
yellow.

Weaving Tools

There are various steps and tools involved in local cloth production. The
most important tool is the kii, a weaving tool that can easily be made of local
materials. The tool consists of:

The kii, which is the main wooden frame, is composed of four posts in
a rectangular configuration of about 6 - 12 square meters in size. It is generally
situated in the area under a raised house, and includes the following attach-
ments:
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The fuem, or wooden tool for tightening the thread

The khao hook, for inserting thread

A wooden core for rolling the woven cloth

A phang, or wooden stick for adjusting the width of the cloth

A footed beam to assist in weaving

A hanging beam, to adjust the tension

A kra-suay, a hollow, tapered wooden stick for inserting the spool
A thread spool

Silver Ornaments

Silver ornaments are some of the best known handicrafts of Surin, espe-
cially the prakuam, decorated beads used to make necklaces. Prakuam come
in various shapes, including fruit, lotus petals, diamonds, drums, cones, cylin-
ders, spider eggs, bottle gourds and water bugs. Solid necklaces and earrings
are also produced in the area.

Silver bead working is a household industry. The process begins by
melting the silver and pouring it into molds to form sheets of the required
size. A bamboo stick is then used to roll the sheet and solder the edges, before
beating the roll into the desired shape. The holes are then edged with a thin
wire circlet embedded in resin. Beads for necklaces are made of an alloy of
silver and copper. They are soaked in a solution of salt and alum for fifteen
minutes. Designs are carved, and a hole is cut in the resin for threading.
The bead is then polished to a fine finish.

Performing Arts

There are many traditional arts in Surin, especially music and drama,
and each ethnic group has a unique style. The Khmer have a unique form of
folk art, and the Lao arts are similar to those of other provinces in northeast
Thailand. The Kuay follow a traditional ceremony during the capture of
elephants. Traditional music, songs and dance are predominantly Khmer. Well
known dances include the ruam anre, or pestle dance, the ruam ja krab, the
ruam kanob-ting-tong, and the ruam ayai. There are also poetry recitations,
which narrate the former lives of the Buddha, accompanied by the flute, khan,
drums and stringed instruments. The most unusual type of music is played by
the thummong group, and is restricted to funerals. Other groups play
traditional music in auspicious ceremonies.

The Pestle Dance (Ruam Anre)

This typical Khmer dance is often performed after the harvest, as a
means to relax and celebrate the end of hard work in the rice fields. Any
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number of performers can participate, and men invite the women to dance.
Some participants work the pestles: two lengths of bamboo, held at each end
and brought together again and again. Dancers move in and out of the bam-
boo, trying to keep fronybeing caught by the ankles as the lengths of wood
are brought together.

Ruam Ayai

Ruam ayai is a local play consisting of flirtatious songs exchanged
between men and women, which is performed during village festivities. There
are no particular rules for this type of play, and the actors sing and dance
harmoniously with the music. Women wear blouses with cylindrical sleeves,
silk skirts, long shawls over their shoulders, ornaments, and flowers behind
their ears. Men wear sampots, open neck shirts with collars and short sleeves,
and silk pieces known as pha kao ma around their waists. Musical instruments
used include a drum, a flute, a stringed instrument, small cymbals, large
cymbals, and wooden castanets.

Ruam Kanob - Ting - Tong

Kanob - ting - tong means “praying mantis”, and the ruam kanob - ting
- tong is a local dance that imitates the appearance and character of a praying
mantis. The dancers may also sing, or there may be a special singer. The
musical instruments involved include two kinds of drums, a flute, a stringed
instrument, small cymbals and wooden castanets.

Kantruem

The kantruem is a distinctly Thai form of folk song, with Khmer lyrics.
The music is performed with drums, a stringed instrument, two types of flute,
large and small cymbals and wooden castanets.

The Mohori

The mohori is a band of musicians, usually drawn from a village. This
form of music was introduced into Surin when the central Thai government
sent aristocrats to rule there. They play for auspicious ceremonies, and there
are two types of performances: one features a singer, and the other is strictly
instrumental. The instruments featured are three types of stringed instrument,
a flute, a double - sided drum, and large and small cymbals.
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1. Polished Stone Axes

Prehistoric period, (1,500 - 500 B.C.)

Sandstone, length 11 cms. and 15 cms.
Registration No. 100/2544, 1/2546
From Ban Peasuk, Ram sub-district, Mueang district, Surin province

These polished stone axes were used for chopping and cutting, and

were mostly found in the early peasant communities of the Prehistoric period.
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2. Standing Buddha Image

Dvaravati Art, (7m - 8" centuries AD.)

Stone, height 47 cms., diameter of base 24 cms.

Registration No. 123/2544

From Ban Phumipon, Dom sub-district, Sangkha district, Surin
province

This fragment depicts the Buddha standing on a double lotus base,

wearing a transparent robe with a band visible at the waist.
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3. Bodhisattva

Khmer Art, pre-Angkor style, (7" - 8" centuries AD.)

Sandstone, height 102 cms., width 40 cms.

Registr.ation No. 124/2544

From Ban Phumipon, Dom sub-district, Sangkha district, Surin
province

This piece depicts a standing Bodhisattva in the tribhanga (“three bends”)
posture, wearing a long cloth with the top edge draped in a fishtail shape.
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4. Lintel

Khmer Art, Prei Kmeng style, (7" - 8" centuries A.D.)

Sandstone, width 40 cms., length 166 cms.

Registration No. 4/2544

From Prasat Phumipon, Sangkha district, Surin province

This lintel depicts a series of medallions connected by four small arches.
On both ends of the lintel are simha, or lions, with bird-like heads facing

inwards. The swirling foliage shows the influence of the Gupta and post-

Gupta periods, which was widespread in Asia at that time.
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5. Door Column

Khmer Art, Prei Kmeng style, (7“1 - 8" centuries AD.)

Sandstone, height 40 cms.
Registration No. 60/2544
From Prasat Phumipon, Sangkha district, Surin province

This fragment of an ornate door pilaster was carved from sandstone.

It is round and decorated with floral pendants and garlands.
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6. Stone Inscription (Prasat Ta Muan Thom Inscription No. 5)

Inscribed in 1020 A.D.
Ancient Khmer alphabet, Khmer and Sanskrit languages

Sandstone, height 58 cms., width 30 cms.
Registration No. 131/2544
From found in the corridor of the main prasat of Prasat Ta Muan

Thom, Tamiang sub-district, Phanom Dong Rak district,

Surin province

This leaf-shaped stone
inscription is inscribed in the
ancient Khmer alphabet,
representing both Khmer and
Sanskrit. The first side has
19 lines, the second 19 lines,
and the third 2 lines. The
text is a letter from King
Sri Jayasingsavoraman to his

officers.
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7. Lintel: Vishnu Riding a Garuda

Khmer Art, Bakheng style, (10" century A.D.)
Sandstone, width 855 cms., height 175 cms., depth 20 cms.
Registration No. 265/2517

From Prasat district, Surin province

The middle of the lintel depicts four-armed Vishnu riding a garuda, his
vehicle. Each hand of the garuda holds the tails of two nagas, in the style of
a garland. The sides of the lintel are carved into three-headed nagas, which
look outward, and there are foliage designs above the bodies of the nagas. The
top edge is covered with partial figures of thepanoms, and the lower edge

consists of lotus petals.

This lintel can be compared to the lintel depicting Vishnu riding a
garuda from Prasat Phnomwan in Nakhon Ratchasima province, Lopburi Art,

contemporary with the Khmer Bakheng art style of the 10" century.
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8. Fragment of Face of Siva

Khmer Art, Baphuon style, (11th - 12" centuries AD.)

Bronze, height 18 cms.

Registration No. 34/2544

From Prasat Ta Muan Thom, Phanom Dong Rak district, Surin
province

This fragment of a Siva face, with a
third eye on the forehead, has incised
eyebrows, eyes, mustache and chin, where
jewels would have been embedded. It is a
typical bronze sculpture of the Baphuon
culture, and dates to the end of the 11"
or beginning of the 12 century. This piece
can be compared to "Vishnu’s Cosmic
Dream” from Prasat Maebun Tawantok
in Cambodia and to the bronze door
guardian found at Prasat Sra
Kamphaengyai, Uthumphonphisai district,

Srisaket province.
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9. Male Torso Fragment

Khmer Art, Baphuon style, (11" - 12™ centuries A.D.)

Sandstone, height 63.5 cms., width 24 cms.
Registration No. 132/2517
From Prasat Ban Sanom, Sanom sub-district, Sanom district,

surin province

The upper part of this torso fragment is uncovered, and the lower is
covered with a cloth; the top edge of the cloth is below the navel, but is higher
in the back. The flap of the cloth hangs to the right thigh in a fishtail shape,
and the left side of the cloth looks pleated. At the back, the edge is shaped like

a butterfly wing.
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10. Linga

Khmer Art, Baphuon style, (11" - 12" centuries A.D.)

Sandstone, height 49 cms., width 15 cms,, length 15 cms.

Registration No. 20/2544

From | Prasat Ta Muan Thom, Phanom Dong Rak district, Surin
province

The linga is a phallic representation of the Hindu god Siva. This sand-
stone piece is in 3 sections, and each section is of the same height. The bottom

section is square, and represents the god Brahma; the middle section is octago-

nal, representing Vishnu; and the rounded top section represents Siva.
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11. Lustral Water Dispenser

Khmer Art, Baphuon style, (11" - 12" centuries AD.)

Sandstone, length 273.5 cms.

Registration No. 149/2544

From Prasat Ta Muan Thom, Phanom Dong Rak district, Surin
province

This long channel is in four sections, and the spout is carved into the

face of a stylized lion.
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12. Gold Plaques
Khmer Art, Baphuon style, i century A.D.)

Gold
Registration

From

No. 52/2544, 53/2544, 72 /2544, 74/2544, 77/2544, 78/2544,
79/2544, 80/2544, 81/2544, 82/2544, 83/2544, 84/2544
Prasat Ta Muan Thom, Phanom Dong Rak district, Surin
province

These gold plaques are in leaf shapes and squares. They were found in

a prasat with the foundation stone.




oa. NISALIWA

ARUzlNSUUULATTR (WNSARITIYT on)

PUNTY

NN Z LU

i
=

WUV

d9 on Y.
blo/mEEE

Usnameiiiausy S1nanuinuin Iuvingsunms

WILALIAUSZYIUTIITUNS LY ANWSEUEEUUSIUR IUABNEY L9
semhasesuing & o N5 wazsLRLRtY Burvedwlionssyyinunely
wsyindehefiotngsunay (euslimneg) sausengiingtewth oddu

13. Ganesha

Khmer Art, Angkor Wat style, (12" century AD))

Sandstone,
Registration

From

height 63 cms.
No. 22/2544
Prasat Ta Muan Thom, Phanom Dong Rak district, Surin

province

This Ganesha sits on a high pedestal with a trough on the left side. The

right knee and hand are broken, and the left hand rests on the left knee and

holds a round object (probably modaka). The figure wears a crown and a short

pleated garment.
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14. Lintel depicting Krishna’s Battle with the Beasts
Khmer Art, Angkor Wat style, (12" century A.D.)

Sandstone, width 90 cms., length 155 cms.
Registration No. 2/2544
From Prasat Sikhoraphum, Sikhoraphum district, Surin province

This lintel consists of two sections. The lower section depicts Krishna
battling two simhas, each of which spews floral designs or garlands from its
mouth. On both ends of the garlands are naga spewing forth simha.

The upper portion depicts dancing human figures and two seated

female figures in niches.
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15. Male Figure

Khmer Art, Angkor Wat style, (12" century A.D.)

Sandstone, height 71 cm.

Registration No. 33/2535

From Prasat Ta Muan Thom, Phanom Dong Rak district, Surin
province

This male figure stands on a rectangular base, and wears a crown. The
short pleated garment has two pleated panels of cloth in the front, one longer
than the other, and both panels terminate in the two - pronged, splayed
“fishtail” (or “anchor”) motif. The garment is fastened by a jeweled belt, and
has a pocket - like fold on the left. The hands appear to be holding something
that has been lost.
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16. Stone Inscription (Surin Inscription No. 2)

13" century AD. (1177 - 1196)
Khmer alphabet, Sanskrit language

Sandstone, height 34 cms., width 22 cms.
Registration No. 396/2517
From excavated from in front of the main prang of Prasat

Chomphra, Chomphra district, Surin province

This square stone inscription in the Khmer alphabet, Sanskrit language,
is engraved on three sides: the first side has 9 lines, the second 11 lines, and
- the third 11 lines. According to the 7" line on the first side of the inscription,
it dates to the 12" century, during the reign of King Jayavarman VII, or

Sri Jayavoramatheva.
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17. Buddha under Naga

Khmer Art, Bayon style, (13" century A.D.)
Sandstone, height 102 cms.
Registration No. 1/2545

From Sri Narong district, Surin province

The Buddha is seated in the meditation posture on a naga, or legendary
snake. There are three coils under the Buddha, and the finely detailed, seven-
headed hood of the naga frames the head and shoulders of the Buddha.
The face, with its downcast eyes, seems expressive of deep meditation.

The Buddha’s robe is thin, and covers only the left shoulder.
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18. Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara

Khmer Art, Bayon style, (13" century A.D.)
Sandstone, height 43 cms.
Registration No. 2/2545

From Sri Narong district, Surin province

Avalokitesvara, the Bodhisattva of Infinite Compassion, holds a lotus, a
manuscript, and a sacred water vessel in three of its arms. The fourth arm,
which usually holds a rosary, has been broken. A seated Buddha is depicted
in the headdress. The figure wears a short, pleated garment with an anchor

shape in the front, and a belt with floral designs. The legs have been broken.
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19. Prajnaparamita

Khmer Art, Bayon style, (13" century A.D.)
Sandstone, height 82 cms.
Registration No. 3/2545

From ~ Sri Narong district, Surin province

Prajnaparamita holds a manuscript in the right hand and a lotus in the

left. She wears a long garment with a tiny belt.
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20. Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara

Khmer Art, Bayon style, (13" century A.D.)

Bronze, height 35 cms.

Registration No. 1/2550

From Kabchoeng district, Surin province; donated by
Mr. Phasavit, Mrs. Srinuan and their daughter Natnicha
Srikhao

This piece depicts a standing male figure, with four arms holding differ-
ent items: the upper right hand holds a rosary, the upper left a scripture, the

lower right a lotus, and the lower left a water pot. The upper body is uncov-



ered, and the lower is covered with a short cloth with the top edge in the
shape of an anchor and a belt at the waist. The head is missing, but because

of the objects in the hands and the style of the dress, this figure, dating to the

13 century, could be Avalokitesvara, of Mahayana Buddhism.
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21. Ancient Weapons

Rattanakosin Period, (20" century A.D.)
Iron and Wood
Donated by Mr. Saner Moonlasat in the name of Mr. Yut Jaranyanon, an heir
of Praya Surin Pakdi Sr Phatai Saman (Jaran)
1) Spear Registration No. 12/2530 length 188.9 cms.
The spear was used for stabbing or throwing. It has a
wooden handle and a metal - covered neck.
2) Pike Registration No. 11/2530 length 218.9 cms.
This pike was used for cutting, thrusting and chopping
while fighting from elephant - back. The blade of the
pike is long, with a cut tip and a thick edge.
3) Pike Registration No. 9/2530 length 210 cmes.
This weapon was used for close combat. It has a wooden

handle and a metal - covered neck.
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22. Dian Cloth

Beginning of Bangkok Period, (20" century A.D.)

Silk, width 112 cms., length 168 cms.

Registration No. 94/2545

From The cooperative shop Khwaosinarin, Khwaosinarin district,

Surin province

This textile, a pha sin of the Kui people, is made of mudmee (main
section), with khit on the upper section and mudmee lai kho on the lower

part.
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23. Prakuam Necklace

Local art of Surin, (21" century A.D.)

Silver

Registration No. 44/2545

This necklace is made of silver beads in various sizes, shapes and

designs.
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24. Laberk Cloth

Beginning of Bangkok Period, (20" century AD)

Silk, width 100 cms., length 204.4 cms.

Registraton ~ No. 102/2545

From The cooperative shop Khwaosinarin, Khwaosinarin district,

Surin province

This textile is a pha sin of the local females.
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25. Pha Whol

Local art of Surin, (21 century A.D))

Silk width 90 cms., length 291 cms.
Registration No. 76/2545

Donated by Mr. Pracha and Mrs. Aree Phiyapri

The pha whol is the most distinguishable silk cloth of Surin. The design

consists of vertical patterns alternating with short, sloping lines called tanang

po or lai kam ouy.
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26. Betel Set

Local art of Surin, (21% century AD.)

Silver .
Registration No. 56/2545, 62/2542, 59/2545, 58/2545, 57/2545, 60/2545,

61/2545

This betel set consists of a betel container, a case for betel leaves, a lime

box, a beeswax box, scissors for cutting the betel nut, and a thread box.
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