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Location

The Maha Viravong National Museum is located inside
the compound of Wat Suthajinda, Muang district, Nakhon Ratcha
simna province. The wat is located to the north of the city moat,

in the area behind the King Rama IX Commenorative Library,
Nakhon Ratchasima. The one-story museum building was con-
structed in the form of a contemporary Thai-style house.

History of the Museum

The museum was officially opened on 24 June 1954,
The Fine Arts Department announced the establishment of the
Maha Viravong National Museum in the Royal Gazette #178,
Volume 94, of 14 November 1961, Most of the objects in the
museum are from the collection of Somdej Phra Maha Viravong
(Uan Tisso), the former abbot of Wat Suthajinda, and were pre-
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sented to the Fine Arts Department in 1927 for the purpose of
disseminating information about Thailand’s cultural heritage.

Exhibitions

The Maha Viravong National Museum features antiquities
and art objects that are valuable in terms of history, archaeology,
tradition and cultures from prehistoric times to the Bangkok
period. In addition to the items presented by Somdej Phra Maha
Viravong, the exhibits include archaeological objects from ex-
cavations in Nakhon Ratchasima and surrounding provinces, as
well as private donations. Objects include prehistoric pottery,
bronze implements, bronze drums, stone inscriptions, Buddha
images of various styles, Lopburi glazed ceramics, and Chinese
ceramics. Local Isan arts are also displayed featuring wooden
Buddha images and important historical objects, such as the
throne was used for the receptions of King Chulalongkorn, King
Vajiravudh, and the present king, King Rama I[X, in Nakhon
Ratchasima.

Educational Services
- Guided tours
- Special exhibitions
- Free publications
- Books for sale

Museum Hours and Fees
Hours: Wednesday — Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed on Mondays, Tuesdays and National Holidays
Admission fee: 50 Baht
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Address
Maha Viravong National Museum
Rajadamnoen Road, Nai Muang sub-district
Muang district, Nakhon Ratchasima province
Telephone: (66)4424-2958
Fax: (66)4423-0245
E-rmail: mahaviravong mu@yahoo.com
Website: http:/fwww finearts.go.th/mahaviravong_museum

Getting there
Nakhon Ratchasima province is 256 km from Bangkok,
and can be reached by car or train

Map
. Fahomrmund smirst
S e sy i
Wads kb rde -
s S E e a
*
[z iRy B
Euckd it Avsoc o E
]
2
T R0 FONE T T 724 TGO (TOTE 724 3
Lol e * T “‘m E A P
Yirp Fars IX Commamon #0e Yirpy Fa rm IX Co mma mers fve ¥ Aazx DapertmartSiore
Librry Mekhon B khusime Linry Mekhan Fakhusim %
; e gnaa® Errbe noe
22 IO T Sun reraa Aemy Camp ekttt hkcheds moen Fasd
S TvaENE
e
&
I S = i Sur 1 raa hio numant
hh khon Ratchasirm Gy Hall 2 conncaT s mpal Rbd
'E

o | Rifs famanuiand undsed




Selected Masterpieces
of Maha Viravong National Museum

1. Pottery

Registration No. 09/3/2547, 09/26/2531
Earthenware, 1. Height 10.5 cm. Rimn diameter 11.5 cm.
2. Height 19.5 cm. Rim diameter 16.3 cm.

Bronze Age, Prehistoric period: ca. 3,500 -2 500 yvears ago,

Found during the excavation of the Ban Prasat archaeo-
logical site, Ban Prasat, Non Sung district, Nakhon Ratchasima
province,

Potteries excavated at Ban Prasat are unique and feature
various forms. However, a well-known distinguishing mark is the
red slipped, burnished, trurmpet rim of the globular pots. Namely,
a narrow neck, a wide trumpet-like mouth and red slipped,
burnished surface.

Evidence from the excavation site has found that the
pottery was made during the Neolithic Period. The pots were
used for many purposes such as storing food and water, and for
burial purposes.

o
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Registration No. 09/37/2540

Bronze Age, Prehistoric period:

ca. 3,500 -2 500 years ago.

Bronze, Height 40 cm. Width 72 cm.

Found in the area of Mr.Lan Phromsena

" at 270 Pak Thong Chai Nuea sub-district, Pak
~ Thong Chai district, Nakhon Ratchasima province.

. Excavatedata depth of 70 cm. below the surface.
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The bronze drum is made from copper, tin and lead
using the lost wax casting or Cire Predue techniques. The center
of the drumhead is in the form of a 12-pointed star or sun.
Between the pointed stars is a peacock feather design surround-
ed by a circle. It also features a circular pattern, a comb, herons
flying counter-clockwise and people wearing head ornaments
decorated with feathers and sitting on boats, believed to be the

boats used for sending the dead to the next life.

Bronze drums were used for ceremonies or burials.
They were found in South East Asia in countries such as Thai-
land, Burma, Vietnam, Laos, Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philip-
pines. However, it was assumed that bronze drums originated in

the Dong Son culture, during the period of Viethamese prehis-

tory.
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3. Ban Phan Doong Stone Inscription

Registration No. 09/32/2530

Dvaravati Style, ca 9th century

Sandstone, Height 62 cm. Width 76 cm.

Found at Ban Phan Doong, Kham Talay
Sor district, Nakhon Ratchasima province, transfered
to Maha Viravong National Museurn in 1987

Ban Phan Doong Stone Inscription, San-
skrit written in Pallava Alphabet. The inscription
. refers to Phra 5ri Wat 5a who donated a Hari-
hara sculpture (representing a combined image
of Vishnu and Shiva) at the mountain for the
hermitage, and who also provided goods and
people. Importantly, the last phrase referres to
the creation of the Phra Sukata Prathima sculp-
ture and indicates its creation time; Saturday,
1372 BE. (829 A.D)
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4. Carved Stone Buddha Image in
Meditation Posture

Registration No. 09/323/2497

Dvaravati Style, ca. 9-10th century

Sandstone, Height 120 cm. Width 64.5 cm.

Found at Mueang Sema, Sung Noen district, Nakhon
Ratchasima province and donated by Somdet Phra Maha
Viravong to the Fine Arts Department in 1927.

v
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The Buddha image has a slightly squares
face, the eyebrows connect above the nose,
eyes are downcast, the nose is flat, the lips are
thick and the ears are long. The hair has large
curls with a cone-shaped knot. The Buddha is

sitting in the meditation mudra on a lotus base.

Above the Buddha is a stupa and an
inscription. The inscription refers to the Dhamma
of the Buddha (the teachings of the Buddha).
Unfortunately, part of the inscription has disap-
peared. This passage is very important and was
referred to as the Heart of Buddhism.

In addition, these passages were frequently
engraved on medals, Buddha votive tablets and

Buddhist sculptures.
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Registration No. 09/15/2532

Dvaravati Style, ca. 9th - 10th century

Sandstone, Height 155 cm. Width 52 cm.

Foundby11th engineerregimentwhiledredgingthel umBHuay
Yang(Yangcanal)atBanDonkhwang, Tap-rangsub-district, Noenthai
district, Nakhon Ratchasima Province on 11th May 1989. It was
later transferred to the Maha Viravong National fMuseum.

v
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The Buddha is standing in the upright
position, with both hands missing. The standing
Buddha is in the double Vitarkamudra. His face is
~ slightly square, the eyebrows connect above the
nose, eyes are downcast, he has a small nose,
smiling lip and long ears (now missing). Hair is in
large curls with a cone-shaped knot. The robe
is worn on both shoulders. The outer edge falls
from the wrists in a curved line and is u-shaped

above the shins.

In about the 7th century Theravada Bud-
dhism practiced by the Dvaravati people from
- the central Chao Phraya basin, was a religion
held in high esteem on the Isan Plateau until
circa 11th century, ca. The Dvaravati style derived
from Indian archetypes such as Amaravati and

Gupta styles, and was integrated with local style.




Registration No. 09/314/2497

Lopburi Art, ca. 10th centuny

Sandstone, Height 69 cm. Width 31.5 cm.

Donated by Somdet Phra Maha Viravong to the Fine
Arts Department in 1927,
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This Ganesha is sitting on the square
base under a leaf-decorated arch. He bears an
elephant’s head with a tusk, he is chubby, has
two arms and is wearing a crown. In his right
hand he holds a broken tusk. His left hand and
trunk have been restored. The design of the
- background is reminiscent of the Khmer Koh Ker
art style (921 - 945).

Ganesha is a son of Siva and Uma. He is
represented as a short pot-bellied man with red
skin; he has an elephant’s head bearing a single
~ tusk and has four arms. In his hands he holds
a gada, a cakra (wheel), a vajra (thunderbolt),
an elephant hock, a noose and a sweet called

Modaka. His mount is a rat.

_ Ganesha is one of the most popular
 Hindu Gods. He is revered as the remover of all
obstacles, the god of art and wisdom. Ganesha
is extremely respected by Hindus and Buddhists
in Thailand and abroad and is always invoked
before other deities during religious ceremonies

and rituals.
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7. Phra Bhaisajyaguru Vaitoonprapha
(Medicine Buddha)

Registration No. 09/317/2497

Lopburi Art, ca. 13th century

Sandstone, Height 46 cm. Width 26 cm.

Donated by Somdet Phra Maha Viravong to the Fine
Arts Department in 1927,

WNANURITE 1IN Qﬁld@
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This statue, Phra Bhaisajyaguru Vaitoon-
prapha or Medicine Buddha, is shown sitting with
his hand raised to chest level while holding a
holy water container. His face is square with
connected eye brows and downcast eyes, he
has a pointed nose, smiling lips, long ears with
earrings and wears a crown. He is sitting on a
lotus base. The design of the crown and lotus
base shows the influence of the Khmer Bayon
art style (1177 - 1230).

The sculpture was usually found in
Khmer temples said to have been used as hos-
pitals during Khmer King Jayavarman VII’s time.
It is believed that bodily pain such as an eye
ache, for example, can be cured by touching the

eye of Phra Bhaisajyaguru Vaitoonprapha.
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Registration No. 09/296/2497

Lopburi Art, ca. 11th-12th century

Sandstone, Height 29 cm. Width 25 cm.
Length 113 cm.

Donated by Somdet Phra taha Viravong
to the Fine Arts Department in 1927.
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This is a square stone carving of nine deities representing
the nine planets; parts of the animal figures of Vayu, Kubera
and Ketu, however, have been damaged. The costume designs
of the deities are characteristic of the Khmer Baphuon art style
(1010 - 1080).

The stone carving is not a lintel although it may appear
as such. The real purpose of this scene is unknown. From left to

right, the nine planets consist of:

1. Surya, god of the sun, riding on his horse.

2. Chandra, god of the moon sitting on his lotus-deco-
rated seat.

3. Vayu, god of the wind, riding on his deer.

4. Skanda, god of war, riding on his peacock.

5. Indra, god of rain and thunder, riding on his elephant
(Erawan).

6. Kubera, god of wealth, riding on his horse

7. Agni, god of fire, riding on his ram.

8. Rahu, god of eclipse, is depicted as a serpent with no
body.

9. Ketu, god of comets, riding on a lion
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Registration No. 09/2/2534

Lopburi Art, ca.13th century

Bronze, Height 20.5 cm. Width 9 cm.

Donated by Nakhon Ratchasima College of Agriculture

to Maha Viravong National Museum in 1991.
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The Medicine Buddha is sitting in the
meditation mudra on the intertwined coil of
naga as a throne. Its seven-headed hood is
spread over the Buddha offering him shelter.
The Buddha’s face is square with connected
¥ curving eyebrows above the large nose; he has
wide eyes and thick smiling lips. He is wearing a
crown, earrings, necklace and a bracelet. In his

hands he holds a holy water container.

Such sculptures were usually found
in Khmer temples said to have been used as
hospital during Khmer King Jayavarman VI’s
time. It is believed that bodily pain such as an
eye ache, for example, can be cured by touching

the eye of Phra Bhaisajyaguru Vaitoonprapha.
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10. Buddha Sheltered by Naga Hood

Registration No. 09/302/2497

Ayutthaya Art, ca. 14th — 18th century

Sandstone, Height 95 cm. Width 56 cm.

Donated by Somdet Phra Maha Viravong to the Fine
Arts Department in 1927.
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The Buddha is sitting in the meditation
mudra on the intertwined coil of a naga used as
a throne; Its seven-headed hood is spread over
the Buddha to protect him from the rains. His
face is square with connected curving eyebrows
above the short nose, he has wide eyes and
thick lips. He is wearing a crown, earrings, a neck-

lace and a bracelet.

During the sixth week of his enlighten-
ment, the Buddha meditated under the tree
near the lake where Muchalinda, king of naga,
lived. A sudden thunderstorm threatened to
flood the area where the Buddha was seated
for an entire week. To protect the Buddha,
. Muchalinda coiled his body under the meditating
Buddha. He covered the Buddha with his
seven-headed hood sheltering him from the
heavy rain. After the rainstorm, He changes
into a human form and showed respect to the
Buddha.
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11. Buddha Receiving Offerings from an Elephant
and a Monkey (Parileyyaka)

Registration No. 09/3/2525

Ayutthaya Art, ca. 14th-16th century

Wood, Height 139 cm. Width 43.8 cm.

Donated by Phra Kru Siri Dhammathorn, the abbot
of Wat Sakae, Nakhon Ratchasima province to Maha Viravong
National Museurn in 1982,

v
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The bejeweled Buddha image is decorated
with many ornaments that befitting a King. This
style was very popular during the late Ayutthaya
period. It is assumed that the sculpture used
 to have an elephant and a monkey statue

{3 positioned at the base.

This sculpture represents the events in
N the life of the Buddha when a quarrel broke out
' between his followers. The Buddha decided to
leave the monks to themselves and retreated to
~ Parileyyaka Forest where he sheltered under a
tree. While there, he was served by an elephant
- and a monkey. The elephant brought water and

the monkey offered honey to the Buddha.
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Registration No. Chairs 09/1/2499, Table 09/2/2499

Rattanakosin or Bangkok Art

Wood and metal Chairs Height 1285 cm. Width 43 cm.
Table Height 86 cm. Width 59.5 cm.

Donated by Nakhon Ratchasima province to Maha

Viravong National Museum in 1956,
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This royal table set is elegant in both
artistic style and structure, reflecting the designer’s
skill. The royal table set comprises a table and
two chairs. This set of royal furniture was used
by three kings during their royal visits to the

Nakhon Ratchasima Province.

1. First presented to King Rama V and
Queen Sripacharintra for their use when visiting
Nakhon Ratchasima (Korat) on the occasion of
the Opening Ceremonies of the Bangkok-Korat
- Railway, on 20-25 December, 1900.

2. Next, the set was used by King Rama
VI, when he was Crown Prince, on the occasion of
the Celebration of the Shield of Korat Cavalcade,
on 12-20 January 1903.

3. Most recently, after repairs, the set
was used by King Rama IX and Queen Sirikit
when they held and audience in front of the

Korat Provincial Offices, on 2 November 1955.
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